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INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS 


During  the  course  of  a  very  extensive  practice, 
having  been  frequently  consulted  by  persons  who 
became  totally  deprived  of  hearing,  in  consequence  of 
exposure  to  cold,  or  damp  air,  during  their  use  of 
mercury,  and  finding  the  numbers  of  these  unfor- 
tunate patients  very  much  increasing,  I  feel  it  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  profession,  to  whom  I  am  under 
so  many  obligations,  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
subject;  and  if  ray  reasoning  is  found  correct,  they 
will,  no  doubt,  liberally  and  humanely  join  in  the 
endeavour  to  prevent  such  frequent  recurrence  of 
this  evil. 

On  this  species  of  deafness,  I  shall  make  further 
remarks,  in  an  analysis  of  all  the  methods  of  treating 
Deafness,  or  Diseases  of  the  Ears,  that  have  obtained 
in  this  country,  or  on  the  continent,  which  I  am 
preparing  for  the  press,  containing  a  condensed  trans- 
lation of  the  work  of  M.  Itard,  recently  published  in 
Paris ;  but,  as  it  will  be  necessarily  some  time  before 
the  portion  of  the  work  upon  these  cases  can  appear, 
1  have  considered  that  the  publication  of  these  obser- 
vations might  be  more  inmiediately  useful;  should 
such  be  the  consequence,  and  only  one  victim  be 
saved,  my  labour  will  be  amply  rewarded. 

W.  VVHIGHT 

16,  Princes  Street,  Hanover  Square. 
August  SUl,  1822, 
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JVIeRCURY  was  known  to,  and  regarded  by,  tlie 
Egyptians  as  a  poison,  though  the  nature  of  it,  as  far 
as  can  be  traced,  was  very  little  understood  by  tbem; 
it  is,  however  believed,  that  they  used  this  mineral 
to  cutaneous  diseases,  although  the  Arabians  have 
the  credit  of  introducing  it  into  practice,  in  the  form 
of  ointments  for  lepra  and  j^sora.    The  Italian  phy- 
sicians next  adopted  it  in  the  same  form  of  applica- 
tion for  a  then  newly  discovered  disease  ;  but  there  is 
considerable  doubt,  whether  the  disease  or  the  remed3r 
applied  for  its  cure,  destroyed  the  greater  number  of 
patients,  or  produced  the  larger  portion  of  misery  in 
those  who  escaped  with  life.  By  degrees  the  discovery 
was  made  that  these  external  methods  of  applying 
it,  introduced  it  into  the  system,  and  it  then  came 
into  use  as  an  internal  medicine;  but,  like  other  new 
remedies,  which,  being  found  useful  in  some  com- 
plaints, are  supposed  to  be  specifics  for  all  that  can 
afflict  the  human  frame,  this  medicine  by  degrees 
acquired  such  ascendancy,  that  there  were  few  prac- 
titioners who  did  not  prescribe  it  in  some  form  or 
other  for  almost  every  disease.    From  the  conveni- 
ence of  its  exhibition,  as  it  is  devoid  of  nauseous 
taste,  no  sooner  does  a  child  enter  on  the  stage  of 
life,  and  begin  to  experience  any  of  those  complaints 
that  flesh  is  heir  to,  than  it  is  saluted  with  a  dose  of 
calomel.  It  is  urged  by  the  advocates  for  this  prac- 
tice, that  mercury  does  not  produce  any  visible  elfect 
on  children,  and  therefore  cannot  be  injurious:  — 
the  diseases  with  which  children  are  frequently  af- 
flicted who  have  taken  this  medicine,  are  attributed 
to  defects  of  the  constitution,  and  the  mineral  poison. 


V!t'J>ich  i«  the  true  c^uae  of  the  complaint,  is  adminifr* 
tered  ifl  larger  doses,  till  many  of  tbc  victiins  to  a 
fashionable  remedj  sink  into  the  grave.  li  j^i  is  well 
known  to  the  medical  world,  that  eruptive  diseases 
of  peculiar  malignancy  are  often  produced  in  adults 
by  mercury,  yet  ,the^  satP3i<j  diseases  in  children  are 
r^arely  attributed AytQutliyi'S  cause;  indeed^  the  ussC  of 
this  dangerous  rjeraedy,  which  ought  never  to  be 
administered  except  under  the  direction  and  super- 
iil^dpiiice;,  of  a  competent  medical  adviser,  is  now 
sjpi  common,  that  fathers  and  mothers  of  families  give 
t^jth<^ir  children  and  dependants  blue  pill,  or  calomel,, 
pj^jeqffeely,  and  with;{less  of  caution,  as  to  damp  off; 
cold,  than  their  grandmothers  would  have  ventured 

administer  a  little  sennae  tea,  or  a  few  grains  of 
rhubarb.  The  present  generation  have  reason  to 
fee  ^th^^kful  for  the  caution  which  their  ancestors 
adopted  aiiL  regard  to  them  ;  but  J  much  question 
whether  ..posterity  will,  in  their  debilitated  constitu- 
tjionsji.find  the  same  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  wisdon» 
and  caution  of  their  progenitors.  un  mi 

^1  That  mercury  is  an  useful  and  even  indispensable 
auxiliary  in  many  cases,  I  freely  admit;  but  it  is  b, 
ijiedicine  of  such  a  nature,  that  none  but  scientific 
nien  should  be  allowed  to  exhibit  it.        j  {fintiOxJuK 

About  one  hundred  years  ago,  our  physicians  found 
medicine  rather  unmanageable,  for  they  discoun- 
tenanced it's  external  application,  and  advised  jtliat 
it.should  be  given  internally  when  it  was  absolutely 
required.  Such,  however,  has  been  the  change  of 
p,pinion  on  that  point,  although  ancients  and  moderns 
agree  as  to  its  deleterious  effects  on  the  constitution; 
tjiat  I  ;find  the  following  observations  in  two  modern 
atkfrhor8,b,oth,in  considerable  practice  and  great  rei>ute: 
When  JOercury  caa  be  throwni  intQ  lhc  conslitu-^ 

tiou  with  propriety  by  the  external  mctbodv-it!  is 


^*sipreferabie'  tt^  -th»  internal  plan ;  because  die  sk5h 

<M  not  nearly  80  essential  to,  life  as  the  slomachi 
i{ettt\A<  isUherefote  capable  in  ilsdf  of  bearing  much 
^  more  than  the  stomach.  The  constitution  is  also 
^jiless  injured.  Manj  courses  of  mercury  would  kill 
•'  the  patient  if  the  medicine  were  only  given  inter- 

nally,  because  it  proves  hnrtfulto  the  stomach  and 
•5  intestines  when  given  in  any  form,  or  joined'  with 

the  2;reatest  correctors.' *)3iJfH^  Jipji-i  ojiyja^auaijn 
w<aihi3  is  strong  reasoning  jfgaltt^t  ^S'U^^'t^mif^ 
ciiry  except  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity;  as,  if  man 
cburses  would  destroy  life,  according  to  commoii 
reasoning,  every  administration  of  it  must  approxi- 
mate the  patient  nearer  to  his  grave.    We  will  look 
at  further  quotations  from  the  same  authors,  and 
others  of  established  reputation. 
gji(5Jc;:Mercury  in  some  constitutions  operates  like 
'-^"^pOison,  quite  unconnected  with  its  agency  as'  ilf 

remedy,  and  neither  proportionate  to  the  inflatn- 
^'wation  of  the  mouth,  nor  the  actual  quantity  of 
*'  the  mineral  absorbed.  The  morbid  state  of  the 
'^Iffeysterh  which  tends  to  the  fatal  event"  (for  it  is 
just  before  noticed  in  this  author  that  sudden  death 
sortietimes  occurs  during,  and  in  consequence  of  1* 
mercurial  course)  "  is  named  erethismuSj  and  i¥ 
^rscharacterized  by  great  depression  of  strength,  a 
'^Sferise  of  anxiety  about  the  prfecordia,  irregular 
*^^^ction  of  the  heart,  frequent  sighing,  trembling; 
'^'K  small,  quick,  and  sometimes  intermitting  pulsd/ 
occasional  vomiting,  a  pale  contracted  courite- 
*n nance,  a  sense  of  coldness;  but  the  tongue  %i 
I'll  Seldom  furred,  and  neither  the  vital,  nor  natural 
*nftections  are  much  disordered.  They  who  die 
*®*SiS0denly  .Of  the  mercurial  erethismns  have  fre- 
"wtilf*J6>Uy>f^ecttJ' making  some  little  exertion  just 
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The  same  authors  advise,  that  practitioners 'tlW 
serving  these  symptoms  in  their  patients,  shoiiUf 
immediately  cause  them  to  discontinue  the  use  oT 
mercury,  and  be  exposed  to  a  cool  dry  air — adopt  a 
fnare  generous  diet,  vs^ith  the  tis^' '  of  cathartics  oc- 
|casionally,  the  mineral  acids  and  peruyian  bark.  '■  Ai- 
fhough  cool  air  is  considered  so  necessary,  joirretF 
with  these  methods  of  trcatmeti^j  tb' avert  suDDEiff 
DEAtH'/  yet  it' i^  v^rj  justiy  obserVt?xl,  that  there  ii^ 
danger  eveif  ^A  thfe  patient  heing  subjected  to  cold 
a;ir,  from  the  hazlatd  of  some  other  disease  attacking 
him  in  Conseqilericfe^^''^  oiiJ.^aiiiiv 

It  is  further  remafld^fl/'lftUF'coTA  liquids  taken  into 
the  stomach,  or. exposure  of  the  body  to  cold  air  or 
moisture,  must  be  guarded  against  during  a  conrsia 
of  mercury — and  by  those  under  the  influence  of  itil' 
lest  violent  pains,  vomiting,  and  general  convulsitm^ 
ensue. 

Mercury  often  produces  pains  like  those  of 
"  rheuftiatism,  and  when  it  falls  on  the  mouth,  sonje-' 
^'  times  produces  inflammation,  which  now  and  then' 

terminates  in  mortification." 

Mercury  may  even  produce  local  diseases." 

«  Mercury  occasionally  attacks  the  bowels,  and 
^*  catuses  violent  purging  even  of  blood." 

hi  the  earlier  periods  of  applying  or  administering 
this  medicine —  -  ""^ 

''  Patients  frequently  lost  their  teeth,  and  i\\4f. 

were  left  pale,  emaciated,  exhausted,  and  suhjccl^ 
'^*+or  the  remainder  of  their  lives  to  trembling^,^ 
"  palsies,  or  other  more  or  less  dangerous  aftections.'^* 

It  is  also  stated,  and  we  have  too  many  miscrablii' 
examples  of  the  fact,  that  incautious  exposure  to  coltl^ 
or  damp  air,  or  even  the  use  of  a  partial  or  general 
bath  not  sufficiently  heated,  whilst  the  patient  was' 
under  the  influence  of  mercury,  has  occasioned  the 
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most  violent  catarrhal  symptoms, — the  fauces  and 
throat  became  inflamed,  the  eyes  intolerant  of  light, 
the  eye-lids  ulcerated,  and  sometimes  inverted. 

With  facts  like  these  before  us,  authenticated  by 
men  of  respectability,  science,  and  education — and 
which,  from  the  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
find  their  way  into  many  of  the  superior  circles  of  . 
society,  it  is  not  very  surprising  that  persons  afflicted 
with  deafness,  and  acquainted  with  the  eflects  of 
mercury,  are  alarmed  when  they  find  it  recommended 
to  them  as  the  only  chance  of  cure;  and  that  they 
should  prefer  bearing  the  ills  they  have,  rather  than 
resort  to  a  remedy  which  might,  if  administered 
under  the  direction  of  an  incautious  or  unskilful 
practitioner,  produce  a  train  of  evils  capable  of  so 
dreadfully  diminishing  the  enjoyments  of  life,  or 
terminating  existence  by  a  sudden  death.  But  there 
are  too  many  still  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  pro- 
perties of  this  mineral,  who,  merely  regarding  it  as  a 
fashionable  medicine,  and  that  it  would  be  a  speci- 
men of  bad  taste  to  object  to  the  use  of  it,  consent  to 
its  adoption,  until  too  late  they  find  they  have  fallen 
victims  to  its  power,  without  any  equivahiut  in  return. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  the  first  modern  author  who  ad- 
vised the  use  of  it  in  cases  of  nervous  deafness,  as  he 
tonsidered  thai  he  had  discovered  by  accident,  in  the 
case  of  a  Mr.  B.,  that  mercury  was  a  specific  for  this 
species  of  deafness  when  in  the  incipient  state.  Mr. 
Saunders,  however,  was  not  the  first  discoverer ;  for 
Kiverius,  who  lived  about  1646.  mentions  a  similar 
accidental  discovery  of  its  siivposed  beneficial  effects 
in  extreme,  cases  of  deafness,  lung  before  his  time  ; 
but  after  repeated  trials,  it  being  found  totally  ineffi- 
cient, and  the  baneful  eflects  of  the  medicine  becoming 
we  known,  it  very  properly  fell  into  complete  disuse. 
,„iMr.  Saunders  appears  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
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act^ioa  of  the  mercury  in  the  ca<5e  of  Mr.  B.  in  an^ 
other  way,  than  that  it  produced  some '  clVarfffe^'^l^ 
ihe  structure  of  parts  adjacent  to  the  nervei^-'*"lf^^ 
hfs  ^<jv^n '  statement  of  the  case  is  so  ^iaiij,  ®t;  rt 
only  matter  of  surprise  he  could  Wrke  it^  aiicf  ^forij 
such  an  erroneous  conclusion.   This  Mr.  B.  came  to 

"^'^  syphilis,  whic^  a^e^ 
b^  su(^h  ulcerations  of  m 
lubt  could  be  formed  as  to  the  case. 


laint  ;  and  the 


namroation  of  the  cuticmar  linme:  of  the  pharynx, 
yyherebj  contraction  took  place  in  the  orifices  of  the 
eustachian  tubes,  was  of  course  relieved,  when  the 
cause  which  occasioned  it  ceased.  .  , 

The  other  six  cases  mentioned  by  Mr.  Saunders 
were  all  men,  or  lads:  and  from  the  manner  he  men- 
tipns  the  whole  of  them,  they  appear  ta  be  of  the 
lower  orders  of  society;  probably  affected  with  the 
same  loathsome  disease  as  Mr.  B.,  but  equally  as  de- 
ficient in  candour  as  he  was  ;  for  it  is  to  be  observed, 
Mr.  B.  did  not  acquaint  Mr.  Saunders  with  the  fac.t^- 
until  , he  could  no  lono^er  conceal  it  from. him,  and  it 
was  only  after  the  discovery  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
complaint  that  mercury  was  recommended.  But  ]\^r, 
Saunders  probably  never  knew  the  real  state  of  the 
other  six  patients,  as  he  commenced  the  treatnient  of 
^jjiem  by  doses  of  mercury,  which  would  destroy  the 
I^^nt;  symptoms,  and,  prevent  the  real  nature  of  the 
e  fi-om  being  known  r  and  this  reasoning  does  nd,t 


|i|)pear  hypothetical,  for  Mr,  Saunders  after,wards 
acknowledged  that  he  had  completely'  failed  ih 


11 

Ifausel  i^rcuiy  inay  be  indispensable.    Yet  lipon  this 
v^^^ljand^uncertam  idea  of  its  usefulness  in  nervous 
^^esjs^  wliicV  even  the  modern  advocate  of  the 
pW^t^e  declared  was  erroneous,  the  most  delicaie 
females/as  well  as  persons  of  all  ages,  liaye  1jcen ,  in- 
Sisenminatelv  saturated  wLtli  mercury,  anA  ilie  piiMic 
h\ye  been  Javoured  from  time  to  time  with  accounts 
ot^cure's  of  persons  by  this  method,  who  sccni  to  iiavc 
n^j(rie"r  a  local  habitation  nor  a  name,  for  tlie  iiiilials 
kve  given,  which,  with  ihe  exception  oi'  tlirce  or 
]^our,  comprize  all  the  letters  of  the  a!|)habct,  sonify  (if 
which,  to  add  to  their  imjwrtaiice,  are  graced  with 
tr|le§.    This  publication  of  anonympus  cases  cai"ries 
no*  conviction  to  the  mind  of  a  person  of  common  in- 
lellect,  for  he  has  before  him  only  the  ex-parte  sta(e- 
ment  of  a  person  who  is  interested  in  proving  to  the 
world,  as  far  as  hi^  ipse  dixit  will  do  so,  that  he  is 
siiperior  to  every  other  person  in  the  treatment  of  a 
peculiar  species  of  disease.    As  far  as  concerns  the 
profession,  this  conduct  is  illiberal;  and  as  concerns 
the  interest'  of  the  party  adopting  it,  the  plan  is  ill 
fuiiged;  for  the  public,  and  the  respectable  part  of 
profession,  look  upon  most  of  these  things  as 
ir^ere  advertisements,  and  the  veriest  empiric  will  sur- 
pass any  practitioner  of  real  merit  by  the  imblns/iiuo- 
f^rdniei-y  with  which  he  will  fabricate  cases,  and  even 
introduce  the  names  of  some  of  the  nobility  as^  hi^ 
patrons  or  patients,  who  never  heard  of  him,  but  'n'e- 
gleet  to  expose  the  imposition  lest  they  should^lii 
giving  importance  by  noticing  the  falsehood.  '  !lifi 
Ilard,  by  the  publication  of  his  numerous  cases,  ii'as, 
I  understand  from  a  French  physician,  lessened"  the 
value  of  his  work  very  considerably  in  the  estimatitift 
of  .the  scientific ;  although  venal  reviewers  are  to  t>6 
Tojind  iujlhat'  cou ntry,  as  well' a^  i li  Yhi'^,  who  wi'f  1  |^i ve 
their  ' u'n4uariiie'd  approljat'iori ' ' 'of  ^Wfiat '  f'Bifejr'  tifev^i 


I 


12 


read,  and  if  (bey  bad  read,  do  not.  possess  lhp;tal<)i»i 
or  sense  to  appreciate,  or  even  un,dei-stan4>ai  Iliia 

As  to  the  fact  that  mercury  will  i::i\x^^'n(^t.wfit  xTCfijit 
7im,  most  of  the  scientific  members  of  the  profession 
are^,. completely  sceptical,  j^j^, haves  seen  ki4belr>(»w-i;se 
ptray  practice  S(^yeral  bundred  patients  who  had^  beca 
treated  in  this  Wi^y.;  .Sj^ine  ahnost  till  salivation  ensued, 
and  others  where  tlia.t  etfect  e^^vw  produced;  but  I 
n^jVe^^ei,tIi^f.^^jk^,,^o,r  ,1^^^  person  cured,  or 

even  relieved  by  jj;.^.,^j]9dqeflj,    a^^l  charitably  inclined 
to  heiifive  that  th^^j^d vacates. for  this  plan  of  treatr 
ment  deceive .thu^^^ v^  \i.^9f  jAi  have  often  )sec>ti 
patients  who  hadpj-fiady4fei$;);emedy  til!,  enervated  by 
it's  effects,  and  hopeless  of  relief,  they  declined  all 
further  attendance  on  the  person  advising  itiiwho, 
conceiving  himself  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  perfection,  and 
that,  as  his  advice  was  no  longer  required,  the  patient 
must  necessarily  he  cured,  considered  that  his  plan 
had  proved  successful,  and  promulgatedi  .i/t  otiot  the 
world,  as^an  invitatio7i  for  otberst.to,  receive  the  same 
benefit  at  his  hands  ; — a  benefit,  which  those  afflicted 
■^ith  syphilitic  deafness  may  receive  from  such  treat- 
ment adopted  by  their  own  regular  surgeons,  but  by 
which  the  patient  with  nervous  deafness  never  can 
gain  his  hearing.     Even  the  cases  of  incipient  orrr;6*. 
cent  nervous  deafness  which  Mr^  Saunders  thinks 
piercury  will  cure,  may  generally  be  relieved  without 
it's  use,  by  the  adoption  of  proper  methods;  but  of 
this  fact  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  they  cannot  be 
cured  without  mercury,  they  never  will  be  benefited 
b^,,ey,en  a  cautious  exhibition  of  it.        ,n  oz  •;!^ninio3 
!^,^E.^Saunders  admits  that  mercury  is  more  c;ilcit^ 
lated  io  exhaust,  than  to  iin])art  energy  to  the  nervefei 
and  declares  his  full  conviction  that  cases  of-  nervous 
deafness  of  long  standing  are  never  relicvednbyjiiiJ 
yet  the  treatment  he  adopted  towards  Mr.  B.  and  the 
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ttel©lteff^  <SJ'^e5  following,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
is  still  recommended,  with  little  variation,  to,  all 
jjQtifents  whose  cases  are  supposed  nervous.  Calomel, 
or  hliie  pill,  epsom  salts,  blecdrrig,  setons,  blisters, 
antiphlogistic  regimen,  and,  hmtating  Mr.  Saunders, 
when  the  strength  of  even  ro5?<5^  men  begins  to  be 
prostrated  before  this  formidable  array,  bark  is  pre- 
scribed,  to  raise  them^up'%aitT:'i^  ^-^^^'^ 
10  Many  patients,  after  sutler  ing  the^^fl?f^fo?^f^il 
Inode  of  treatment,  under  the  idea  of  llitofl9?pfiaM 
being  nervous  deafn'ess,  have  been  cured  by  the  eSl 
traction  of  indurated  wax^  ov  other  substances,  froiii 
the  lower  part  of  the  auditory  passa^^^i  Hv^hich  shows 
lire  necessity  of  every  practitioner  in  this  department 
examining  the  'ears  in  a  proper  manner,  particularly 
ks 'it  is  attended  with  no  pain  to  the  patient,  and  is 
very  satisfactory  to  the  aurist,  who  can,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  see  the  state  of  the  auditory  passage,  and 
must  be  very  incompetent  to  his  profession  if  he  does 
not  remove  every  jw«r^zc/e  of  indurated  c%tumen,  ot 
other  substance^  that  prevents  him  from  seei?ig  the 
membrana   tympani,  or  drum,,  as  it  is '  commonly 
(galiedl  .anofJi!>ii?5i  t«!  •  ''^-j       ^-  *no«i 

n;;  Other  patients  who  have  suffered  the  whole  of 
this;  course  of  bleeding,  blistering,  calomel,  &c.  &e; 
although  they  had  been  deaf  for  many  years,  and 
consequently,  according  to  Mr.  Saunders,  it*'^M 
useless  to  treat  them  in  that  manner,  experienced  hO' 
relief,  but  rather  an  accession  of  the  noises  in  thef 
bead,  and  an  increase  of  the  deafness,  besides  I^C- 
coming  so  much  debilitated  in  point  of  constitution, 
that  the  remainder  of  their  existence,  which,  but  for 
th©  use  of  these  means,  might  have  been  passed  iti' 
the  'enjoyment  of  health  and  vigour,  proves  a  burthen^ 
toiithi^m:;  and  all  hope  of  alleviation  of  their  deaf- 
Bti:i8luvfhf(ih  irtiild  treatment  might,  in  the 'first  in- 
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stance,  Iiavg  produced,  is  inj^oo  inaiiy  cases  fur  ever 
annihilated,  ,    ,  rt 

1  ne  erroneous  rcasoninij:  of  Mr.  Saunders,,  as  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  B.,  appears  to  have  descended  to  the 
present  tinjCj  and  remitids  me  of  a  case  published  m 
tlie  setond  KpJunie  of  the  iransactions  of  the  Assot 
ciation'ot  Fellows  and  Licentiates  of  the  King  s,  and 


change,  ^}Qft^^^  be  camp  very  painful ;  .aj^ 

straction  of  eight  ounces  of  blood/ being  all  that 
Gpuld  be  obtained  from  the  temporal  artery  pf;  tU^f 
affected  side,,  was  resorted  tOj  and  five  grains  of  ca- 
lomel were  prescribed,  followed  by  an  "pil"  draughty 
The  pain  increased,  and  in  four  hours  delirium  came 
on.  The^Jhead  was  then  shaved,  "a  shaiy  hlist^r"^ 
appli^4  to  the  occiput  and  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
the,  temporal  artery  of  the  other  side  was  opened,, 
But  he  could  only  get  four  ounces  of  blood.  She. 
still  became  worse,  was  quite  comatose,  eyes  half^ 
closed,  pupils  dilated  and  insensible  to  light,  rer«^ 
lused  to  swallow,  countenance  pale,  arms  pressed, 
close  to  her  chest,  and  so  rigid  and  infiexible,  thatj^ 
tie  Doctor  could  not  extend  them,  or  scarcely  feelt 
her  pulse,  from  the  position  in  which  she  retained; 
them.  The  Doctor  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Hewson,  the 
Slirgeoyi,  considered  her  death  inevitable,  as  they, 
tSijugfe.  effusion  had  already  taken  place  on.jt^i^v 
brain  willing,  however,  though  they  had  no  hopq, 
ol  saving  life,  to  leave  nothing  untried,  and  finding,^,, 
from  tiie position ,  of ^  her , fims^, t^lmt  they  cppj^.^ni?^! 
btecd  tn  the*  usual' 'method ,  Mi\  U-ewson  opeftOidj ,  tj^ft ; 
jugular  vein,  and  obtained  ten  ounces  ot  ^'^ccrij  darlt 
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coloured  hlood."  She  soon  after  revived,  and  ihd 
ftekt  (lay' was  considerably  better.  The  third  day  the 
Doctor  prescribed  a  mixture  of  two  ounces  of  ace- 
tated  liquor  of  ammonia,  four  ounces  of  pure  watei*^ 
s'ixt^  drops  of  tincture  of  digitalis  (foxgloyej,,  and 
fwo  (i'rachms  of  syrup  of  saffron ;  two,  table  spoon?- 
fiif  to  be .  taken  every  three  hours.  ,Thla,  quantity 
fvould  make  nearly  seven  .doses,  so  thai  ^acp  dose 
contauied  about  nine  drops  m  the  rincture  of  ciigi? 

^Bt.:Grattan  a&bi^^i  t!?P'Iaa^#«^ 
lif'-'thts  case,  so  imeccpectejdij/i^W'  iWi  ciloWel  ana 
Jltelis;  which  he  thinks  ie^pfytritleci' m  l"reelj 


is  g'eile rally  practised:'  f^o  not  know  the  quan- 
^fli- of  this  tincture  commonly  prescribed  in  Ireland, 
But  here  the  minimum  dose  of  digitalis  is  ten  minims, 
or  about  fifteen  drops,  and  the  maximum  dose  is  forty 
minims,  or  about  sixty  drops.  The  dose  of  calomel 
was  nothing  extraordinary,  for  in  a  case  very  similar,! 
to  which  I  was  called,  about  five  years  a^o,  in  con-" 
sultation with  one  of  the  most  eminent  ph^sician^ 
in  Bristol,  the  same  quantity  was  prescribed  by  hiiii^ 
for  a  very  delicate  young  lady,  joined  with  a  cathar- 
tic;* and  it  is  very  necessary  when  it  is  given  in  sucjl 
<rases,^&t  it  should  be  in  suflBcient  doses,  or  joined 
\^ith  other  medicines,  so  as  to  produce  a  quick  action 
ori  the  bowels ;  otherwise  it  seldom  fails  to  increase 
the  pain  in  the  ears,  and  aggravate  the  symptoms  ol* 
the  complaint.  .J-iV^  i'^d 

'•br.  Grattan  reasons  with  great  judgmenT  on^tfi^ 
action  of  the  capillaries,  and  points  out  that  In  them 
commences  the  process  of  inilammation ;  for,  as  tie 
obi'^t^ves,  -vVhen  they  exert  themselves,  and  transmilL^ 
a»-^tely  as  they  receive,  the  blood,  the  balance  o^ 
th'6' ^circulation  is  preserved,  and  hp  congestion /nor' 
irifkmrriaiion  can  take  place.'  '  i  am,  however,  mach' 
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astonished  that  another  cause  of  this  cure  did  not 
occur  to  Dr.  G.,  which  it  certainly  appears  evident, 
from  reading-  the  case,  must  have  been  the  true  reason 
of  this  young  lady's  life  being  saved.  It  is  admitted 
the  inflammation  commenced  in  the  capillary  vessels, 
which  thereby  ceased  to  perform  that  action  neces- 
sary for  the  continuance  of  health,  namely,  the  trans- 
mission of  the  blood  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins, 
at  the  same  time  separating  and  throwing  otf,  by  the 
excretory  ducts,  the  insensible  perspiration — the  veins 
having  no  propelling  power  of  themselves,  except  as 
they  receive  the  impetus  through  the  capillary  vessels 
from  the  arteries — congestion  had  taken  place  in  the 
venous  portion  of  the  circulation,  probably  com- 
mencing in  the  auricular  vein,  which  extended,  and 
in  some  measure  affected  the  other  veins  of  the  head, 
of  which  the  external  jugular  vein  is  the  common 
trunk ;  by  the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  jugular, 
species  of  mechanical  vacuum  was  created,  and  the 
propelling  power  of  the  arteries  having  less  opposing 
force,  from  the  congestion  in  the  finer  parts  of  the 
veins  being  withdrawn,  overcame  the  partial  obstruc- 
tion existing  in  the  capillary  vessels,  and  nature  by 
decrees  was  restored  to  the  exercise  of  her  func- 
tions:  so,  that  it  seems  evident,  the  forced  bleeding 
from  the  jugular  saved  the  patient,  and  not  the 
doses  of  digitaHs  or  calomel;  and  this  is  borne  out 
by  the  colour  of  the  blood  being  very  dark,  for 
although  the  blood  is  always  deeper  coloured  from  a 
vein,  than  from  an  artery,  yet  it  may  be  presumed,  by 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  that  it  was  in 
this  case  singularli/  so.  The  cause  of  the  whole 
complaint  was  the  abstraction  of  the  latent  heat  from 
the  capillary  vessels,  which  would  be  carried  off  by 
the  vaporisation  arising  from  the  application  of 
damp  whilst  the  body  was  greatly  heated ;  this  was 
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precisely  tlie  case  of  this  young'  lady,  who  had  been 
to  a  crowded  theatre,  and  walked  honie  with  her  head 
but  lightly  covered.  It  was  also  observed,  that  the 
action  of  the  temporal  artery  of  the  affected  side  was 
not  much  increased:  surely  this  ought^with  the  other 
symptoms,  to  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  open- 
ing the  vein  as  soon  as  the  symptoms  of  delirium 
appeared, — for  the  action  of  the  artery  was  laboured, 
in  consequence  of  having  but  little,  if  any  outlet  for 
its  contents  by  the  proper  channels;  but  when  once 
the  congestion  was  removed,  the  arterial  part  of  the 
circulation  performed  its  office  with  increased  energy, 
and  the  capillary  vessels  soon  regenerated  that  vital 
heat  so  necessary  to  health; 

The  effect  of  mercury  either  upon  an  encysted 
tumour,  which  sometimes  forms  in  the  auditory  pas- 
sage, or  upon  some  of  the  species  of  fungous  gra- 
nulations of  that  part,  is  very  decisive,  if  given  in 
quantities  insufficient  to  act  on  the  bowels.  These 
kind  of  tumours  sometimes  occur  in  consequence  of 
hard  substances  being  introduced  into  the  meat  .s  by 
children,  and  the  injury  inflicted  by  injudicious  at- 
tempts, or  the  introduction  of  improper  instruments, 
to  extract  them. 

Deafness  in  children,  and  even  adults,  in  some  few 
instances,  appears  to  be  occasioned  by  worms  in  the 
intestinal  canal,  more  frequently  by  the  large  round 
worm  than  any  other ;  at  least  practical  experience^ 
which  is  far  beyond  theory,  has  repeatedly  shown, 
that  immediately  the  worms  were  expelled,  the  hear- 
ing gradually  improved,  until  it  again  acquired  its 
full  power.  Mercury  in  these  cases  is  very  necessary. 
The  old  formula;  of  calomel  and  scammony,or  calomel 
at  night,  and  a  powder  of  jalap,  gamboge,  and  scam- 
mony  the  following  morning,  are  probably  as  good, 
or  better,  than  any  other;  certainly  far  more  safe 
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quack  medicines,  which  are  a^lveriisexl  f^f  t|^| 
purpose ;  one  of  which,  patronized  by  C/hi?^"  IJi^f^liWi,, 
tJj^J^i^hpp^  and  many  other  persons  of  dislinclif^p^^ftf 
fI>ej,p|^(^prietoi:s  prelcnd,  was.proyed,  by  ti>^  €^v.ifl^|>9« 
j,9,^e^^^b,9forf;,the  Coroner,  to  have  destroyed  a,, chil4y§ 
li|g),^t.j^iilj;(jn,,jX;prk^  January  1804,  anfl-,^ 

^^|:^icl wg.^^ jrepordcd,  th^t  the  child  was,  poisoned  by 

lh4*^^pS9Hroe^iiy ^fedJ^Y J^PAip?»l  Observer,^  Ypl.ll, 
pag-e  154.  The  father  of  the  child  published  a  sp|i- 
yit^d  panipblef.  .9j|^th^,.9,cc^s^^^  the  same,  medi- 

cirie  continues  tol^sqj^jl  3,1^  „i  aa^ioii  -aiaHO'iJeif, 
^XD^'te  nobility,  al)d|,ptjl^„J^erso^s,|JO,f  jjapk^j-.Tyhose 
pames.  are  used  .by  ;py,Qp^e1,^^s,.i9f  . quack  medicin.cs^ 
or  men,  and  even  women,, pretending  to  medical  ..<pr 
chirurgical  skill,  are  really  in  conscience  a.nswerable 
for,  and  accessary  to,  the  evils  and  mischiefs  such 
nostrums,  or  the  incompetence  of  the  parties,,  niay 
occasion  ;  for,  by  tacitly  allowing-  their  names  to  be 
j^sed,  the,  public  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  high 
patronage  which  is  pretended  to  be  accorded,  is  realjy 
granted,  and  the  consequent  miseries  are  widely  ex- 
tended. So  common  is  it  become  to  use  the  names  of 
the  great,  that  there  can  be  little  do!|^ibt...][)uti(/JC,j,a 
list  w^as  published  of  the  various  ways^,,^T|j,)yhich  tt\e 
names  of  persons  of  rank  ?ire  used  to  forvv^rd.^V?,^^)!'?*- 
diial  i?iterestSy  it  would  be  a  curious  document,  ^and 
excite,  jP|0,,, small  degree  gf  astonishment,.  \,tbpse 
personages. 

jj^jj^i^ere  is  some  variance  of  opinion. as  to  the  prsq- 
perties  of  mercury.  By  some,  it  is  considered  a  stim^- 
;](i)pf,j,,by  others,  a  sedative.  It  is  not  possible  he^ipit^o 
^^pler,  intQ  the  controversy  upon  this  subject,  fqntl^er 
than  to  rcmarkjthat  the  primary  effects  of  many.secta- 
lives  are  slimulating,  and  the  secondary  effec^ts^ 
niany  stimulants  are  sedative.  Mcfjcury  prp)^;es^)i#;  it* 
jjjijitaary  t;|fects,  stimujat^ing  to  thtvyvjiple  s}:^<^  ;/'but. 


19 

iikc  olber  active  medicines,  it  varies  much  ■'iri''^^ll' 
ifctidfii  according  to  the  habit  of  the  patient's  body, 
IKe^hia'ntier  of  its  exhibition,  the  quantity  introduced 
Mtb^'^he  system,  the  temperature  of  the  atitiospherfej 
^/J^  and  the  effects  it  produces  are' 'hj^"^6^*  itfl^^^^^ 
Certain ;  sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  an^l^ir^^feci^i^ 
tibii-  i^^^  increased,  biit  very  geticrany  (he- 'sitil^^il'i?^ 
glaiids  are  more  affected  by  it  thart  aii^jr  otifdi' fdr^^bf 
the  body.  uic.  aui  iu  ■ladiai  -Ju'i'    Ml  s^ftQ 

•f^^Various  degrees  of  «lu^ss;'^aft'^niP(!t(Wi!R  Mkl 
distressing  noises  in  the  hdl^'^viikigo,' 
cjtsioned  by  sudden  chang(^l^9)f^iymp6rattire,  or  'ex- 
posure to  a  cold  or  damp  atmosphere  during  the  time 
the  'System  is  affected  with  mercury.    In'  some  eases, 
total  deafness  Comes  on  suddenly;  in  othersj  the  dimi'*^ 
nution  of  hearing  is  progressive,  until  it  amounts  to 
complete  deprivation  of  the  sense;  whilst  some  only 
suffer  £1  partial  diminution.    I  have  not  been  able  to 
'^ilscover  any  difference  in  the  symptoms,  or  effects  on 
tlie  liearing,  whether  the  ^mercury  is  introduced  into 
the  constitution  by  means  of  the  absorbent  vessels  of 
the  skiif,  or  by  internal  exhibition.    Mercurial  oint-^ 
ni en t  applied  to  the  head  to  cure  an  eruptive  disease, 
th'  Ohe  instance,  produced  sudden  and  total  deafnes'i. 
In  another,  an  ointment  containing  mercury,  joined 
•  With  camphor,  was  applied  to  the  head  for  a  5?^- 
poml  local  affection, which,  evidently,  from  the  symp- 
toms, was  only  a  simple  complaint  of  another  part  tjf 
the  body;  the  consequence  was  gradual  imperfection 
df  hearing,  but  now  total  deafness.    In  a  third  itir 
'^stance,  the  patient  had  attended  the  King's  coronation 
laist' year;  whilst  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  and 
•berrig  Very  warm  and  fatigued,  caught  cold  by  sitting 
do^n-As  is  supposed,  in  some  draught  of  air  to  test, 
nvh^'clr  deprived  him  of  all  hearing. 
3iJ<«A  fourth,  a  young  lady  taking  calomel  for  k  biliow 
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ci>niplainty  had  her  hair  cut,  and  whilst  warm,  opcnedii 
the  window  and  put  her  head  out  to  h)ok  at  son^;*^ 
thing  passini>',  wliereby  she  became  totally  deaf,— aad-; 
not  being  able  to  modulate  the  tones  of  her  vok'e,'T» 
riowgraduallj  losing  the  power  of  speaking  distinctlyrjii 
and  maiiy  other  ;aiinilar  instances  could  be  ciiedi odi 

ajiSiildreti;  !to  ^hom  rtiercury  is  very  commonly  a<fe» 
ministeried  for  most  infantile  .complaints,  also  ofteni 
become  totally-deaf ;  and  remain  the  sad  victims  of 
want  pJf  'due  care  in  nurses 'and  parents,  who  suffer) 
them  to  run  about  in  the  -damp^^aujtoi'bjB  washed jr*' 
without  any  more  paieakuiiiJn'idhanifife.Tio  niedidiie 
had  been  administeredv'/  orfv^  yfafil  "on^f^:?  .rrr  rjl 

*  !  An'  Italian  gentleman  at  MilaVi  sent  his'-ca^eMietJe^ 
in  writing  by  an  English  physician,  who  desired  nrt}*. 
opinion  on  it.  His  hearing  was  very  much  dinii^^s 
nished,  and  the  noises  in  his  head  were  of  the  most* 
distressing  nature,  attended  by  vertigo,  and  siicli 
symptoms  of  approaching  apoplexy,  that  his  life  was 
placed  in  a  state  of  great  hazard  j-^all  which  had', 
teen  occasioned  by  the  use  of  mercury,  and  ajegledb 
of  proper  caution.  ii  in^T^d  Us^ 

■  Another  gentleman  who  had  used  mercHrytj^iin 
France,  was  obliged  to  take  a  voyage- to ;Itfely>^  afttd«! 
being  exposed  to  a  gale  of  wind,  became  totally 
deaf  on  one  side, — finding  the  other  impaired,  an^i 
a  sort  of  intermitting  deafness  coming  on,  with  noiser 
in  the  head,  giddiness,  and  a  variety  of  distressing 
symptoms,  for  which  he  could  get  no  relief  in  Pat^l^f,^ 
came  to  London  to  consult  one  of  our  first  surgeorfSf 
who  sent  him  to  me  very  recently.  '^^^  h'3tlif» 

I  might  go  on  to  mention  many  other  instawd^^j' 
where  mercury  introduced  into  the  system/Srid*>^V{tttlJ 
of  due  taution  being'  recommended  by  the  Wed^<?aif 
Attendant  or  of  proper  attention  being  ppi\&  Wy^tlftS 
ffetiortli  variety  oi^^iseasce  ol'  fhii  oi-gftni'b'f'  h<?aWn^ 
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liavo  supervened.  Why  then  should  ihe  more  gentle 
vegetable  medicines  be  so  much  neglected  in  sinipl«i 
discs  of  deraiVgement,  of  the  stomach?  Surely  the^' 
are  more  natural  and  congenial  to  the  constitution, 
an'd'*are;«6rtainly  unattended  with  dangen?  ;  Many  of, 
the  scientifie  members  of  the  profession  are  , diseouai*; 
tenancing  mercury  ;  but  it  will  no  doubt  still xontinue 
in  fevour  with  thbse  who  are  bigotted  to  a  peculiar 
system  of  treatment,  and  others  who.are  too  ignorani; 
to) (appreciate  improvements;  on. reason  fairly  and> 
liberally  upon  the  subject.  sfiJ  ni  iuodfi  nUi  oi  modi 
9?Another  instance '  of  the  abuse  of  mercury  occurs 
to  me.  A  young  lady  who  was  troubled  with  occari 
sional  head-aches,  which;  from  the  symptoms,  clearly 
arose  from  indigestion,  consulted  an  apothecary  in  her 
neighbourhood,  who  assured  her  it  was  a  dangerous 
complaint  of  the  head,  and  treated  it  as  a  local  affectionjpr 
with  external  applications,  and  internal  doses  of  caloi? 
mel.  She  continued  a  constant  patient  to  her  medical 
friend  ion  several  years,  occasionally  seeing  a  physician' 
of  the  apothecary's  introduction,  during  which  she  lost! 
all  her  teeth,  became  very  nervous  and  weak,  with  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart,  &c.  Whilst  under  this  treatment, 
and  taking  these  medicines,  she  was  ordered  to  use 
sea  bathing,  and  deafness,  to  a  very  great  degree,  was 
the  consequence.  Another  physician  was  called  ii?fo 
who  advised  four  grains  of  blue  pill  every  night  foiR 
sijii  or  eight  weeks,  and  an  active  cathartic  once  ia 
twelve  or  fourteen  days.  This  increased  her  debility-i, 
and  the  noises  in  her  head,  and  in  that  state  she  coftT, 
suited  me  in  regard  to  her  deafness,  with  a  written 
statement  of  her  case  from  her  apothecary,  whose 
iguorance  was  evident  from  his  orthography  as  to 
those  parts  of  the  human  body  he  wished  to  describe, 
aa  well  asritt  his  account  of  her  symptoms.  This  pool' 
creature  had  been  his  patient  twelve  years.  anduWa.s 


pkifectlif  satisfied  he  had  ntivcr  given  her  mercury j| 
bui!-the  prescriptions,  which  she  had  carefuHy^tfe'^ 
tained,  showed  how  she  had  been  deceived;  '  Ofte  Of 
our  first  physicians,  whom  she  consulted  afs  -td  her 
general :  health,  at  the  same  time  that  she  called  on 
Hltij  explained  the  deception'  it©«^  her  relatives  who 
aceompiwiifed  her  f  ^bu'tp  from  the-  <:/e^z7«77^  whi*ch,^ -ho 
thought?,  wasrft;  conseqaerice  i6fi>//ig'./?'<?ci^j>ie/i^  she  hud 
?^wf/67•o'owe,  he^ga^^^^  no  hopes  of ;  hP©i*  recovery  ;  and  i 
fine  youn^  la(fy;JiJ)(fe!?feSi^5in^^a!ii -attiple  fortune,  wa^ 
thils  sacrificed«ib|«I^'^eo^iiwce  and"(^^^^  ^t  the 

shrine  of  a  fashionkblfe  rwedicine;^-*  fiO< 
'^JThere  is  considerable  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
precise  manner  in  which  the  leaii'  becomes  thus  af- 
fected, in  consequence  of  the  use  of  mercury,  and 
the  application  of  cold  or  moisture  to  the  body  ; 
because  the  capillary  vessels  being  excited  by  the 
medicine  to  increased  action,  the  application  of  damp 
tor  cold  would  more  easily  produce  vaporisation^  &nd 
the  latent  heat  being  thereby  carried  otf,  we  should 
look  for  inflammation  in  consequence » of  ith©4ht^ip- 
ruption  of  the  due  circulation.  But  in  these  cases  no 
<^rch  symptom  is  discovered, — no  visible  derangement 
of  the  structure  of  the  ear,  or  its  functions,  is  to 
be  observed  on  the  closest  investigation}  ike^  deWJ- 
mirious  glands  perform  their  functions  properly;  the 
inertibrana  tympani  is  perfect,  both  in  shape  and 
appearance:  therefore  the  aberration  from  a  state  of 
health  must  arise  in  the  more  internal  parts  of  >tfeie 
organ.  With  a  view  to  assist  as  much  as  possible  iii^ 
restoring  the  tone  of  every  part,  cleansing  the  external 
auditory  passage  of  every  particle  of  cerumen,  ftWd 
gently  stimulating  the  glands  to  increased  aCti6B,  is 
as  much  as  can  be  done  to  that  partjf.'ri*  «oqw  enoiJe^ 
.  "'>^Merciiry  being  capable  of  increasing  iiH'Sl^l-tttti^ij 
those  of  the  mubtpid  cellSi-TEi(>-doubtj  btcomc  tiioi'js 
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firoJ^\\se^  hut  being  siuUlenly  checked/  probably /the 
sei=ue,ti)on  passes  into  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum; 
aiidioyer  the  internal  side  of  the  membrana  tympanic) 
d^'um)  in  an  inspissated  state,  and  may  thereby? 
yji(ie}5^9ip.t  its  vibratory  power,  which  is  the  primary 
aflltpnv.  JE^f i  the  mechanism:  jwhereby  sounds  are  cpn-r 
>^^ed  to  the  sensorium ;  or  the  efflux  of  this  ;  aeiires 
tioin  may  pass  down,  and  even  form  obstructions  in: 
tlie.ij^ustachian  tube, ;  and*  this  is  a  very  probable, 
reason  in  sonie  instances,  forUiave  seen  patients 
(leaf  from  exposure  to  cold  whilst  taking  mercury, 
who,  if  laid  upon  their  back,  could  hear  quite  well, 
l)jijt  after  standing  up  for  a  short  time,  gradually  be- 
c?i.me  deaf  again.  I  have  mentioned  cases  of  syphilitic 
rajceration,  and  closure,  or  obstruction  of  the  eustachian 
tubes  from  that  cause;  which  also  may  arise  from  tlie 
primary  elfect  of  mercury  upon  the  cuticular  lining  of 
t'he  pharynx, being  inflammation, which,  in  membranes, 
fapidly  advances  to  ulceration.  As  topical  application^ 
to  affect  the  mastoid  cells,  the  use  of  moxa,  (so  much 
extolled  on  the  continent  for  various  diseases,  and  now 
introduced  into  this  country  in  a  more  manageable 
form  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  who  has  favoured  me  with  bif. 
plan  of  applying  it,)  or  very  dense  sparks  from  a  pow-r, 
erful  electric  machine  upon  the  part,  (which  I  am  also 
adopting,  through  the  medium  of  an  old  established 
professional  gentleman,  whose  high  character  and 
skill  are  universally  acknowledged,)  will  prove  more 
successful  than  blisters.  And  with  a  view  to  cleanser 
tihe  pharynx,  fauces,  and  eustachian  tubes,  a  gargle, 
Composed  of  mineral  acid  and  some  slight  stimulative,5 
may  prove  of  considerable  service.  As  to  the  per- 
foration of  the  mastoid  process,  I  shall  make  obsern 
vations  upon  that  plan  in  my  larger  work ;  therefor^, 
shall  only  remark  here,  that  it  has  not  proved ^p, suc- 
cess ttil,^\?PWiV§  anticipated.    ,j  ^n,j,i.iu  Mi  io  yaoiit 


As  the  secondary  effects  of  mercury  are  oftentimefi 
paralysis,  the  portio  mollis,  or  soft  portion  of  the  au- 
ditory nerve,  whose  delicate  filaments  float  in  such  a 
sensitive  medium,  and  even  the  membranes  of  the 
fenestra  rotunda,  ovata,  and  membrana  tympani, 
being  all  supplied  with  nervous  and  muscular  sen- 
sibility, may  become  affected  with  incipient  paralysis. 
Stimulants  in  general,  and  none  more  than  mercury, 
produce,  in  their  secondary  effects,  a  corresponding 
debility;  thus  the  nervous  system  of  these  parts 
being  so  sensible,  may  more  frequently  suffer,  and, 
from  their  complexity  of  formation,  are  less  under- 
stood than  other  and  more  tangible  parts  of  the 
system.  Medicine  may  here  be  called  in  to  aid  the 
cure:  and  by  the  exhibition  of  the  various  kinds 
of  correctors  to  this  baneful  mineral, — more  ma- 
nageable stimulants, — and  other  methods,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  hope  in  my 
next  work  to  be  able  to  show  that  these  patients 
are  not  deprived  of  all  chance  of  relief;  buf^  on 
the  contrary,  they  may  reasonably  hope  to  re  enter 
into  the  business  and  enjoyments  of  life,  and  again 
join  in  social  intercourse  with  their  fellow  mortals. 
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